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Scoilbhliain Nua: Fáilte! 
Welcome or welcome back to a new school year in Whitechurch National School. We 

hope you have enjoyed your summer break. This newsletter contains some general 

information and we have also attached the content from the information email sent to 

all parents about our Coronavirus procedures just to remind you. Starting school can 

be a daunting experience, not only for pupils but for Mums and Dads too! We extend 

an especially warm welcome to all our new pupils and indeed their parents and we 

hope that you enjoy your time with us!   

 

New Pupils 
Junior Infants 

   Callum Adams   Heidi Clarke 

Dean Courtenay   Lauren Crombie 

Luca Della Chiesa   James Donnelly 

Alice Fitzsimons   Eli Heaney 

Poppy Hennigan   Harper Rowan 

Louis Kearon    Elizabeth Keely 

Samuel Kenealy   Oisín Mac Carthy 

Casey Mc Cormack   Nóinín Mc Goran 

Henry Misstear   Ryan Murphy 

Charlie O’Donnell   Matthew O’Donoghue 

Elijah Rafferty    Samuel Ryan 

Amy Somerville   Leah Somerville 

Niall Webb    Áine White 

 
 

School Staff 
Sarah Richards     Principal 

Andrea Deacon    Junior Infants 

Judy Brown     Senior Infants and Deputy Principal  

Yvonne Shirley    1
st
 Class 

Sarah Coffey     2
nd

 Class  

Alex Wilson     3
rd

 Class  

Ricky Mac Mahon    4
th

 Class 

Neal Megarity      5
th

 Class  

Fiona Masterson    6
th

 Class  

Terri Lalor     Special Education Teacher 

Heather MacLachlan   Special Education Teacher  

Miriam Barry/ Natasha McCobb  Special Education Teacher 

Louise Gallagher    Special Education Teacher 

Laoighse de Búrca      School Secretary 

Maria Dunleavy     Special Needs Assistant (Job Share) 

Angelina Cervi    Special Needs Assistant 

Naomi Farrar/ Tóirse Ó’Ríordáin  Special Needs Assistant 

Julie Lennon     Special Needs Assistant 

Rebekah Byrne    Special Needs Assistant (Job Share) 

Nóirín Johnson    Special Needs Assistant  

Cliff Kenny     Caretaker 

Mary McCoy     Drama teacher 

Veronika Sardiko    Dance Teacher 

Ash Kesso     Gymnastics Teacher 
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Staff News 
We are delighted to welcome back Ms. Sarah Horan who has been appointed as a temporary teacher 

for this year to replace Ms. Sorcha Tully who is on leave for the year. We also welcome back Mr. 

Tóirse Ó’Riordáin to work as a temporary SNA year. Ms. Natasha McCobb is also warmly welcomed 

to the staff in a temporary capacity this year.  

 

Well done Alex O’Herlihy! 

Alex O'Herlihy (3rd Class) has been making the most of the longer than usual Summer- He took up 

and has worked hard on his golf game and has had lots of success. Alex finished 3rd in the Irish Kids 

Golf Tour Munster Trophy. Alex also qualified for the prestigious Champion of Champions 

International invitational event and finished in a remarkable 6th place while competing against some 

of the best players from around the world. 

Alex also entered the Irish Junior Open, Schools Competition representing Whitchechurch and 

finished 6th in the U9 category. Well done Alex! 
 
 

 
 

 

Canon McKinley Celebrates 50 years since Ordination 

 

Congratulations to our school’s founding and current Chairperson, Canon Horace McKinley, on 

celebrating 50 years of ordination in July. Please see the article in the following link for more 

information: 

https://dublin.anglican.org/news/2020/07/07/ordained-ministry-is-a-privilege 

https://dublin.anglican.org/news/2020/07/07/ordained-ministry-is-a-privilege
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Canon McKinley and his wife, Pam at the 

special service to mark the 50 year anniversary of his ordination in July. 

 

Communication with Parents/Guardians/Foster Carers etc. 
Please do try to read email communication from the school especially the monthly newsletter. There 

is often a lot of important information including dates and details of various events and activities 

included. A handy suggestion is to cut out and keep the dates section at the end of each newsletter 

and add them to your calendar!  

We pride ourselves on having an excellent working relationship with our parents through a high level 

of communication. Please ensure that you let us know as early as possible if there are ever any 

concerns or issues so that we can work on them together to help make your child’s school experience 

as good as possible.  

For the purposes of communication, the school will address correspondence to parents. However, the 

term ‘parents’ may be taken to include all parents, legal guardians, foster carers, step parents and any 

other person who is directly responsible for the day to day care of our pupils.  

We do not send correspondence to minders/ grandparents, crèches or other childcare facilities. 

Parents using such facilities should ensure that any school communications that relate to collection/ 

parking/ pick up/ school holidays etc. are relayed to the relevant people. 

 

Enrolment for Junior Infants September 2021 
Please send in applications as soon as possible if you wish to apply for a place in Junior Infants in 

September 2021. The Applications Committee will meet shortly to decide on place offers. Please 

note that with a very large number of applications each year, it is vital that you send in the required 

forms on time. Please also ensure that if there are younger siblings at home, that you have sent in an 

Intention to Apply for Enrolment form so that we have their details on file. This really helps us with 

future planning and also ensures that you do not miss out on a place for your child.  

 

Aladdin Connect – Permissions and Contact Details Updates 
This year we have all of the various beginning of year permissions uploaded onto Aladdin to help cut 

down on paper going between home and school.  

Please log on to Aladdin Connect either on a web browser or via the app on a smart device to confirm 

consents and permissions. 

If you need to update your contact details you should follow these instructions: 

Click on your child.  

Click edit. 

Enter in all the relevant details including address, home phone number, parents names and 

emergency contacts.  

Please note-you must update contact details if they have changed before sending your child 

back to school.  

Once you are happy with the details you have entered, scroll down to the bottom of the page and 

click save. 
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Text a Parent: by default mothers will be set up on the system to be texted. If you would like the 

father to be texted instead, you should let Ms. De Búrca know as only one parent will be texted due 

to the cost involved. It is up to each set of parents to communicate amongst themselves as parents. 

The school will not act as a go between for separated couples. The text a parent system is used by the 

school for urgent messages such as an emergency school closure.  

 

DES Reopening Videos for Parents and Pupils: 

Please look at the relevant videos which have been produced by the DES.  

Video from DES for pupils in JI-2
nd

 Class on going back to school 

https://youtu.be/92MLB_0nq8Q 

 

Video from DES for pupils in 3
rd

-6
th

 Class on going back to school 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVlb0jAm55Y 

 

Video from DES for parents- advice for parents 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03RXGM1hMMI 
 

 

 

 

School Hours 
Please note the following: 

8.10 a.m. School opens for the reception of pupils. It must be noted that for insurance reasons, no 

responsibility is accepted for pupils arriving before that time.  Children are not permitted 

to enter school grounds until just before 8.10.am. Please do not leave children to wait 

outside the school unattended prior to 8.10 a.m. 
  

8.30 a.m.  Mornings are a busy time and there is much to do before formal teaching begins at 8.30 

a.m. Coats need to be hung, schoolbags unpacked, homework to hand up, lunches to 

unpack, reading to be heard, meeting with classmates etc. It is for this reason that children 

need to be in school on time.  

Please ensure your child(ren) are in school on time. Late arrival is discourteous to others  

and disruptive to the  work of the school. 

 

 

10.30 – 10.45a.m. Break 

 

12.20-12.50p.m. Lunch Break 

 

1.00 p.m. Junior and Senior Infants go home 

 

2.00 p.m. Classes end for 1
st -

6
th

 Classes on Monday, Tuesday and Friday. 

 

1.45 p.m. Classes end for 1
st
 –6

th 
Classes on Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

Late arrivals: 

The school doors will be shut at 8.30am for security reasons. After this time, any child arriving to 

school must sign in at the school office with their parent, before going to their classroom. 

 

 

Drop off and Collection of pupils: 
Parents should make arrangements for their children to be collected from the school not later than 

1.00 p.m. for Infants and not later than 1.45 or 2.00 p.m. (depending on the closing time each day) for 

all other classes.  The school staff cannot mind children in the afternoons as they may have to attend 

meetings and have other duties. Where parents continually arrive late to collect their child, they will 

https://youtu.be/92MLB_0nq8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVlb0jAm55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03RXGM1hMMI
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be requested to attend a meeting with the Principal to discuss the childcare and child protection issues 

relating to continual late collection. 

For pupils in 1
st
-6

th
 Classes, the arrangements are as follows: 

 6
th

 Class pupils will be allowed to leave the school grounds and walk to their parent’s car/ 

directly home unaccompanied by an adult once a letter written by a parent giving permission 

to do so has been given to their class teacher/school office. However, they are not permitted 

to loiter at the roadside. In exceptional circumstances, a child from a younger class may be 

permitted to travel home from school without a parent once a letter confirming the 

arrangements has been sent to the school office/ class teacher. Parents should ensure that their 

children are aware of their hometime arrangements as our school secretary cannot give daily 

messages to lots of individual pupils about who will collect them or how they are to travel 

home.  

 All other pupils in 1
st
-5

th
 Classes must be collected from the school safely from school gate. 

1
st
 Class- 5

th
 Class pupils will assemble in their class bubbles to wait for collection. A one 

way system will be in place for hometime. The gate nearest the basketball court will be where 

parents must wait on he social distancing markings. Parents then collect their children, walk 

across the zebra crossing and exit via the far pedestrian gate. Parents are requested to leave 

the pedestrian walkways clear and not block the safe way for children to travel home.  

 Only on very wet days where it is not feasible for the children to stand outside waiting in the 

rain, pupils will remain inside and may be collected from one of the following designated exit 

doors around the school building.  
Junior Infants- water fountain door at 1pm 
Senior Infants- Ex 2 at 1pm 
1st Class- Door at side of classroom 
2nd Class- Water Fountain Door 
3rd Class- Main Entrance door at foyer 
4th Class- Door near classroom at back of school 
5th Class- Door near Photocopier Room 

 6
th

 Class- Exit Door opposite Junior Infants at back of school We would ask that parents/ 

other people collecting pupils on wet days do not block the exit doors and remain socially 

distanced standing on the ground markings.  

Collecting Infants at 1p.m. 

Parents of the Junior and Senior Infants are requested to collect their children from the designated 

doors at 1 p.m. (Junior Infants from the Water Fountain Door, and Senior Infants from the middle 

entrance door). We would ask that parents do not enter the school grounds before 1 p.m. Parents 

should use the one way system for pedestrians entering and exiting the school grounds. Entrance- 

pedestrian gate nearest the basketball court. Exit- pedestrian gate on other side of gate. 

 

 Please ensure that your child is collected promptly.  

 Junior and Senior Infant children and their younger siblings are not permitted to play in 

the school grounds or wander around the school grounds once they have been collected. 

 Due to current restrictions, we cannot allow parents or younger siblings into the school to 

use toilets. 

 For the first 2 weeks from Tuesday 1
st
 September, Junior Infants are to be collected at 12 

p.m. as a settling in period. From Monday14
th

 September, the Junior Infants home time 

will be 1.00pm.  

 

Early Collection: 

 If you need to collect your child early for any reason, please make sure to let the school office 

and class teacher know in advance. Our school secretary will phone the classroom to let the 

teacher know that your child will be collected early so as not to disrupt teaching. Parents will 
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need to wait at the main entrance door for their child once they have let the school office 

know they are there to collect them. 

 

Parking 

 

In the interest of children’s safety please follow these rules: 

 No cars are permitted to park inside the school grounds in the mornings. Parking inside the school 

grounds is reserved for staff only. 

 Drop Off Zone – this area that is clearly marked with yellow paint is only for cars that have 

pupils who are ready to get out of the car quickly. Pupils using the Drop Off Zone must only get 

out at the designated spot and must follow the path to the school. Unfortunately those pupils in 

Junior Infants will not be able to use the Drop Off Zone initially as they are too young to make 

their own way into the school building safely. Where a Junior Infant pupil has older siblings at 

the school, they may use the Drop Off Zone if you agree with the older child that they will take 

them to their designated entrance door.  

 When the Drop Off Zone is in operation (mornings), no parking is permitted inside the school 

grounds as it is not safe to have the Drop Off Zone in operation with cars driving through it to 

enter or exit parking spaces. A very limited number of spaces are available for parents to use 

briefly at infant collection time only (see diagram below). 

 Do not do U turns on Whitechurch Road, use the two roundabouts at either end of the road for 

turning.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

N.B.- no parking in the laneway for parents this year. One side of the laneway is reserved for 

crèche minibuses. 

 You must stop for the pedestrian crossing- pedestrians have right of way here. 

 Please park on Whitechurch Road (avoiding areas close to neighbours entrance ways and bends) 

and walk on the footpath to drop off/collect your child/ children. 

 Please do not park in the gateways or entrances of the private houses on either side of the school. 

This is illegal and severely inconveniences our neighbours who may then report you to the 

Gardaí for a ticket.  

Drop Off Zone 

Staff 

No parent parking in the school grounds except for infant hometime at 1pm. 
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 Please do not park on double yellow lines. 

 At collection time, please accompany your child/children from the school to your car. Once 

collected children must not be allowed to leave your car to play on the driveway, footpaths or 

road. 

 All families should leave promptly and avoid congregating outside the school or on the paths. 

Marlay Park is the ideal spot for meet ups after school.  

 Please set a good example and do not walk your child(ren) across the middle of the roundabout- 

please use the footpaths and pedestrian crossing. It is very difficult for children to learn to use the 

paths safely, if adults around them are ignoring the rules! 

 For health and safety reasons dogs or other pets are not permitted on school grounds or at any 

school event. While I’m sure most dogs/ other pets are friendly towards children, we do not wish 

for any incidents to occur. Thank you for your co-operation with this matter. Our prime concern 

is the well being of your child(ren). 

 At infant collection times only, cars may park briefly in any spare marked spaces inside the 

school grounds. DO NOT PARK IN UNMARKED SPACES. A small number of afterschool 

care minibuses have been given permission to park over the area where the snakes and ladder 

markings are.  

 If you arrange for someone other than yourself to collect your child from school, please ensure 

that they are aware of the parking rules so as to avoid embarrassment. Many grandparents/ 

minders often have to be asked to move from unauthorised parking spaces at home time as they 

have not been made aware of the rules by parents.  

 As home time can be the most congested time at the school, why not park a bit further away from 

the school and walk? The Parish carpark is available for parents to use in the mornings and 

afternoons (by kind permission of Whitechurch Parish).   

 

 

Weather Conditions 
In the event of the school being closed due to severe weather conditions, you should receive a text by 

7.50 a.m., approximately. If you do not receive a text, school will be open as normal. Please take 

extra care coming in and out of the school grounds. In icy conditions, parents and pupils should only 

walk on the salted and cleared path areas. 

 

 

Illness/Emergency (other than Coronavirus) 

 

In the event of illness/emergency at school we will contact you at home or work, so that you may 

bring your child home or to a doctor. 

 

If we are unable to contact a parent... 

In the event that we may not be able to make contact with a parent or other nominated person, then 

we may consult the emergency services.   

 

Please let us know: 

 if your child has any long term medical problems and advise the teacher how to cope with any 

signs of illness. 

 if your child is allergic to any material or substances. 

 

Medicines/ Illness 

If a child requires medication to treat a symptom of illness such as high temperature, headache etc, 

that child should see a doctor and should not come to school where infection can spread rapidly. 

Teachers will not administer medication for short term illnesses. If your child suffers from a long 
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term health condition it has been agreed by the Board that staff will only administer medication in the 

case of a medical emergency. Please complete the relevant form contained in the Appendix of our 

‘Administration of Medicine’ Policy (available on the school website) if your child suffers from any 

long term health conditions/ allergies. Please also complete the relevant section of our General 

consent form at the end of this newsletter.  

The school must be notified immediately of any infectious illnesses e.g. chickenpox, measles, 

whooping cough, scabies, impetigo or conjunctivitis etc.  

 

Headlice 

Your child’s hair should be checked regularly for head lice and the school informed immediately if 

your child has headlice. We will not disclose to anyone that your child has headlice but we will issue 

a note to all of the class to check for headlice. We insist that long hair is tied back to prevent the 

spread of headlice. We want to encourage regular checking and so we would ask that all families get 

into the habit of checking for headlice weekly. SOS = Search on Sundays. Please see the following 

link for tips and advice on dealing with headlice. The key point to note is that there is no substitute 

for combing out headlice and eggs.  https://www.mykidstime.com/back-to-school/top-tips-prevent-

head-lice-kids-go-back-school/ 

We insist that children who are unwell, are kept at home. Invariably, those who are ill or unwell 

coming to school have to be sent home during the day. Infection can spread very quickly in 

classrooms. We understand that it can be difficult to arrange someone to mind a child who is ill and 

home from school however, our very first concern must be to avoid the spread of infection to our 

pupils and staff members.  

Requests for a child to remain indoors at break time will only be considered in exceptional 

circumstances. Generally speaking, if a child is not considered well enough to play outdoors, then 

they are not well enough to attend school (many activities during the school day may be held 

outdoors eg. P.E., trails, investigations etc.) Children should always come to school with suitable 

clothing for time spent outside at break/ during school activities. A warm and waterproof coat is 

essential. 

 

CORONAVIRUS ILLNESS PROCEDURES AND INFORMATION 

Please see this HSE link for detailed information on what to do if your child is ill including when and 

for how long to keep a child out of school: https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-

has-symptoms.html 

Do not send your child to school if: 

 They are unwell and potentially infectious- Coronavirus or other illnesses 

 They are showing any of the common symptoms of Coronavirus- temperature over 38 

degrees, a cough, sore throat, change to sense of taste or smell, shortness of breath. 

 They have been in contact with a confirmed case of Coronavirus. 

 They are living with someone who is unwell and may have Coronavirus. 

IF THERE IS A SUSPECTED CASE OF CORONAVIRUS AT SCHOOL 

If a pupil or staff member becomes ill with symptoms of Coronavirus while at school, they will need 

to go home as soon as possible. A pupil with symptoms will be brought to the designated isolation 

https://www.mykidstime.com/back-to-school/top-tips-prevent-head-lice-kids-go-back-school/
https://www.mykidstime.com/back-to-school/top-tips-prevent-head-lice-kids-go-back-school/
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html
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room (which is our staff room). Parents will be contacted to collect their child and to seek medical 

advice. Siblings can be taken home also where possible.  

While a child is waiting in the designated isolation room for collection, they will be given a facemask 

to wear and a staff member wearing PPE will stay with them to help reassure and distract them- we 

aim to make any pupil in this situation as comfortable as possible. A parent collecting a child from 

the isolation room will be directed to collect their child from the staff room exit door at the infant 

yard.  

The classroom where the child with symptoms was working will need to be sanitised. The remaining 

class will be taken outside or if wet, to the hall for a lesson while the classroom is cleaned. Cleaners 

will not be in the school while pupils are there so school teaching and SNA staff will clean the room.  

We would ask all parents to keep in mind that most tests for Coronavirus are coming back as 

negative so in the rare event that a test comes back positive, the HSE Contact Tracing Team will 

direct us on how to proceed- we do not yet know if the whole school or just the class bubble would 

be asked to remain at home. The school will not be allowed to contact parents directly about a case- 

this is the role of the HSE Contact Tracing Team who are authorised to deal with personal medical 

information. Bear in mind that lots of pupils will probably go home ill so even if your child tells you 

someone in their class went home that day early, it does not necessarily mean that there is a case of 

Coronavirus.  

Cleaning 

We have two cleaners who will complete additional cleaning and sanitizing each day after school. 

During the school day, all staff members will clean where needed and older pupils may be given 

wipes to use on their own desks if needed.  

 

What all classrooms have access to: 

 Warm water taps for handwashing 

 Hand sanitiser 

 Liquid soap 

 Emergency PPE 

 Perspex Screens for staff members for tasks like hearing reading with pupils 

 Additional free space between desks and pods 

 Paper towels 

 3 sinks 

 2 toilets 

 

 

School Policies 
All Organisational and Curricular Policies are available to view in the school office, upon written 

request to the school Board of Management. A selection of relevant policies are available to view on 

our school website: www.whitechurchns.biz If you do not have internet access please let the office 

know and we can provide a hard copy of any resources available on our school website. 

 

http://www.whitechurchns.biz/
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Use of I.C.T. Equipment 
We are very fortunate to have access to a wide range of computer and I.C.T. equipment in the school. 

All children will have the opportunity to use computers, iPads and other equipment during school. In 

order to ensure that all children use this equipment responsibly, we would ask you to read the 

school’s Acceptable Use Policy and agree to its terms. The Acceptable Use Policy is available on the 

school website.  
 

Extra Curricular Activities 
Pupils at Whitechurch are ordinarily very fortunate in having opportunities to engage in a wide range 

of learning activities. This all contributes to the child’s development, social skills and self esteem. 

We are hugely indebted to our P.T.A. who organise our wide range of extra curricular activities. We 

are still awaiting guidance on extra curricular activities from the DES and will keep you up to date on 

this issue. We are hopeful that some outdoor activities will start back soon.  
 
 

Other Activities 
 

Assembly  
This year, we won’t be able to come together as a whole school in the hall each week so we will have 

remote Assemblies every Friday instead. Assemblies will be done over video meeting and projected 

onto the IWBs in each classroom. This means that the school will be able to come together virtually 

for Assembly on Friday mornings for a whole school bible lesson, songs, prayers, announcements, 

Class of the Month and Student of the Week awards. Classes will also begin to once again lead 

assemblies live from their classrooms once we are settled into our new routines.  
 

Green Schools 
Our Green School Programme will continue this year following the awarding of our 7

th
 Green Flag 

for work on Energy and Global Citizenship. This has proved to be a learning experience for all and it 

encourages children, staff and parents to be more environmentally aware. If there are any parents 

willing to serve on the committee, alongside staff members and pupils from 1
st
-6

th
 Class, please give 

your name to the office. This is not an onerous task. The committee meets once every three or four 

weeks for 15 minutes approximately. 

Our first COW Day (Cycle Or Walk to school day) this term will be Monday 17
th

 September. 

 

Lost Property 

We will not be able to operate a shared lost property box this year. For this reason, it is more 

important than ever that you label and name all your child’s belongings and any clothes they are 

likely to take off during the day eg. jumpers and coats.  

 

Board of Management 
The Board of Management oversees the running of the school. It consists of voluntary members who 

give up their time to ensure that our school runs smoothly. The current members of the school’s 

Board of Management are as follows: 
The Rev. Canon Horace McKinley (Chairperson) 

Mr. Geoff Sparling (Treasurer and parent nominee) 

Ms. Helen Kerrane (Secretary and parent nominee) 

Mr. Gerry Pullman (Patron’s nominee) 

Mrs. Patricia Marchant (Community nominee) 

Mr. Hugh St. Leger (Community nominee) 

Ms. Terri Lalor (teacher’s nominee) 

Ms. Sarah Richards (Principal) 
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Parent-Teacher Association 
All parents are automatically members of the school’s Parent-Teacher Association which exists to 

support the work of the school and to foster good links between parents, teachers and the school’s 

Board.  

You should note the current membership of the committee (this will change after the PTA AGM 

usually held at the end of September): 

Ms. Aisling Gordon (Chairperson)  

Ms. Lindsay Delahunty (Vice Chair) 

Mr. Stuart Moffett (Secretary)  

Ms. Etain Magennis (Treasurer) 

Ms. Sarah Richards (Principal) 

Ms. Fiona Masterson (Teachers’ Representative) 

Mr. Geoff Sparling (Board Representative) 

Ms. Rowan Hillis  (Board Representative) 

Ms. Sarah Courtenay (National Parents’ Council Representative) 

Ms. Sonia Champ (Purchasing) 

Ms. Nina Casey (Hockey Representative) 

Ms. Nichola Kinch (PTA Class Rep Liaison) 

Mr. Ciaran Kirwan (Parent representative) 

Ms. Rania Mehanna (Parent representative) 

Ms. Máiréad Dorney White (Parent representative) 

 

Parent Class Representatives 

The Parent Class Representatives play a vital role in disseminating information to the other parents in 

the class, organising parent helpers for different events, liaising with the PTA committee about 

various matters, communicating items for discussion at PTA meetings, reviewing draft school 

policies etc.  
Our new PTA Class Parent Representatives for 2020/2021 are: 

 Junior Infants: Sarah Courtenay 
 Senior Infants: Emma Richmond 
 1

st
 Class: Sonia Champ 

 2
nd

 Class: Cathy Heaney 
 3

rd
 Class: Lisa Carey 

 4
th
 Class: Summer Killingsworth 

 5
th
 Class: Holly Nolan 

 6
th
 Class: Kirsa Kenna 

 

Positive Communication 

The PTA have a very useful Facebook page which parents can use to ask questions and look at 

notices about upcoming PTA events. Please note that the Facebook page is not a forum for 

complaints or discussion about individual children or staff members. If you have a query about your 

child at school, please talk to the teacher.  

Some class groups also have What’s App groups set up for parents. These are very useful for 

organising playdates and birthday parties. The class rep may also use the group to send out 

information. Please use the What’s App groups in a positive and respectful manner. Let’s all set a 

good example of online etiquette for our children! 

 

 

Special Education 
Please note that we continue to work with a new system for the provision of additional support from 

the DES. There are no longer Learning Support or Resource teachers. Instead, these two roles have 

been combined into ‘Special Education Teachers’. The role of the Special Education Teacher is to: 
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         Advise class teachers and SNAs on ways to support pupils with additional needs in class 

         Work in class with class teachers to implement early intervention initiatives in Literacy and 

Maths for the whole class/ smaller groups of children 

         Work with individual children or groups outside the classroom to provide extra support in areas 

of need on a short term, medium term or long term basis.  

Parents/ Guardians of any child who will be offered additional group or individual support for this 

year will receive a digital consent form outlining the proposed level of support. Where a child 

receives extra support, specific plans will be drawn up in conjunction with parents. This plan will 

outline the targets, ways of helping and review dates.  

Please remember that extra support in school can take place in a number of ways including ‘in class 

support’. Teachers and SNAs will work with children in class as much as possible so that time out of 

the class is minimised. In this way, children with additional needs are supported in a discrete way 

without missing time away from their class subjects or peers. Where a child needs to have support 

through withdrawal from class, where possible every effort will be made to timetable this to 

minimise clashing with core subjects. Please note that a detailed letter about Early Intervention 

Support in Junior Infants, Senior Infants and 1
st
 Class will issue to parents of those classes in the 

coming days.  

 

Financial Contributions 
The Board of Management is responsible for the management, upkeep and overall running of the 

school. The Board receives a capitation grant from the Department of Education and Science for such 

purposes. This grant is issued to schools in two parts, with the first amount only issuing in 

January/February. However, the capitation grant does not at all cover the full running costs of the 

school and a local contribution towards operating expenses (electricity, cleaning, equipment, heating, 

etc.) is required. This local contribution is collected on behalf of the Board of Management in the 

form of a voluntary subscription. A letter explaining the pupil contribution in greater detail will be 

distributed to all families in the next few weeks. This pupil contribution is also used to pay for your 

child’s reading and art materials, Drama/Gymnastics/Dance classes, photocopying, educational 

workshops, visiting drama groups, smaller school trips, as well as to help pay for the general running 

costs of the school that government funding does not meet eg. Heating, electricity, water charges, 

maintenance, school secretary, caretaker, cleaners etc. We greatly appreciate your support in paying 

the pupil contribution. Without it we simply could not provide the same level of activity or resources 

at our school. We very much look forward to the day when the Government will adequately fund 

primary schools so please do join with us in bringing this issue up if you are in contact with any 

politicians.  
 
 

Code of Behaviour 
The primary purpose of the school’s Code of Behaviour is to encourage the development of good behaviour 

throughout the school.  To this end, the list of standards of behaviour expected from pupils and the school 

rules in the Code of Behaviour have been drawn up as a list of positive statements about appropriate and 

desirable behaviour in school. 

Parents/ guardians and teachers are agreed that good behaviour is a pre-requisite for effective teaching and 

learning to take place.  Our behaviour code is reinforced by a system of rewards and provision for sanctions 

where necessary.  The Code of Behaviour recognises the vital importance of teacher/parent co-operation. 

A daily/weekly motivation chart will be used in the Infant classrooms for class groups to reward good 

behaviour. Pupils from 1
st
 to 6

th
 Classes have a behaviour sheet and can earn green squares which lead to 

homework passes. 

The correction system is a card system which is used to reprimand, reflect and encourage improvement in 

behaviour.  It is based on a three card system.  These cards are: 

 White Behaviour Reflection Card (for petty offences) 

 Yellow Behaviour Reflection Card (for minor offences and/or after 3 white cards) 

 Red Behaviour Reflection Card (for a very serious offence and/or following 3 yellow cards) 
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Behaviour Reflection Cards are given for the nature of the misbehaviour and depending on the kind of card 

given for the last incident of misbehaviour.  In general, teachers find that giving yellow and red cards is a rare 

occurrence as the general standard of behaviour in the school is high and white cards are a deterrent in 

themselves. 

However, parents should note the following: 

 White cards are given for petty offences.  The card has the offence recorded on it for parents/guardians’ 

information.   

 Parents/ guardians should have a quiet word with the child about the need for good behaviour.  The child 

should not be punished by parents for receiving a white card.  

 It is not necessary for parents to meet with the class teacher to question the reason for their child receiving 

a white card.  Nor is it appropriate to write a note to the teacher on the card. 

 Parents should be assured that teachers do not give white cards for no reason.  It can be very undermining 

of the teacher’s authority in the classroom if parents make an issue out of their child receiving a white card. 

If a child’s behaviour is a cause for concern then of course teachers will be available to meet with parents to 

discuss possible strategies.  All children misbehave from time to time. Generally speaking a child who 

receives the odd white card does not have a behaviour problem but merely needs reminding of what constitutes 

good behaviour. 

We appreciate your co-operation as we work together to foster and maintain a climate of positive behaviour 

within the school. 

Please see the school website for our full ‘Code of Behaviour’ Policy. 

 

Homework 
The purpose of homework is to allow pupils to consolidate skills and revise work covered in school. It can also 

act as a valuable indicator to parents of topics being taught in the classroom and of how their children are 

progressing with schoolwork. Homework can be viewed from many perspectives, but when viewed positively, 

children enjoy sharing school activities and experiences with parents at home. The child’s homework diary is 

seen as a link between parents, child and teacher and can be used as a means of communication between home 

and school. However, this year, we’ll try to use Seesaw for contact between parents and teachers as much as 

possible. It is of great help to teachers if parents take the time to check that homework is properly 

completed and sign their child’s homework diary to confirm this (in the case of Infant homework, please 

sign the work). 

 

Please see our full guide on homework contained in the schools ‘Homework’ Policy available on our website 

including tips/ guidelines on time spent on homework etc. This year, homework may work a bit differently and 

class teachers will explain this to you in greater detail over the coming weeks.  

 

Mobile Phones 
All pupils are normally required to avoid bringing electronic devices and mobile phones in school. 

This includes extra-curricular activities and school tours (except where prior permission has been 

given by the Principal).  Under no circumstances may a pupil use electronic devices and mobile 

phones while in school.  

The Board of Management acknowledges that there may be rare occasions when a parent wants their 

child to have access to a mobile phone for safety reasons eg. If they are going home by themselves or 

will need to make contact with them after school. In cases where a parent deems it absolutely 

necessary that their child brings a mobile phone to school the following procedure will apply: 

Where a pupil brings a mobile phone to school, the phone must be kept out of sight and switched off 

during the school day. It may not be used for any purpose on the school premises, grounds or during 

off-site school activities (such as school swimming or sports activities). Please see our school 

website for our full ‘Mobile Phone and Electronic Devices Policy’ 

 

Notices and Reminders 
 Glass containers and lollipops are not allowed as part of school lunches. 

 Toy guns and knives are not allowed in the school. Please discourage your child from 

bringing any toys to school. Teachers cannot be responsible for loss or damage to toys that 

children bring to school. 
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 Jewellery Please note Loombands, along with any other types of jewellery, are not allowed in 

school. The small elastics can be dangerous if sprung at other children.  

 Children must wear runners for Physical Education/Playball/ Multisport/Hockey. Details 

regarding the day of your child’s P.E. class and other sports activities will be given once they 

have been clarified. 

 Chewing gum is not permitted in school. 

 Wheeled Schoolbags are not permitted in school as we have been advised that they cause 

permanent damage to the carpets as well as being a tripping hazard. 

 Belongings from home- such as skipping ropes, balls or toys should not be brought to school 

this year. Show and tell may use digital photos instead.  

 Party Invitations: Unfortunately, teachers are not in a position to give out birthday invitations. 

In the past, children and teachers have been asked to distribute birthday invitations during 

school hours. We realise that not everyone can be invited to all parties. However, in order that 

no child is upset in school and to ensure that teachers are not left trying to console an upset 

child(ren), we would kindly request that invitations are distributed outside school hours and 

outside the school grounds. We realise the inconvenience of this, however, our primary 

concern is to ensure that all of the children are happy and not upset in any way. We would ask 

you not to give party invitations to your child/class teachers to distribute in school as children 

who are not invited are put in an embarrassing position. We kindly request that all invitations 

are distributed discreetly outside school hours. Your co-operation on this issue would be 

greatly appreciated.  

 Emails from the school: Please also check your email inbox regularly as the school tries 

where possible to send communications by email and hard copy notes are only sent home 

where absolutely necessary. If you are not receiving school emails, please check they are not 

in your junk box and then contact Laoighse in the office to check you are on the mailing list.  

 Nut allergies: a number of pupils in the school have a severe and potentially fatal allergy to 

nuts. In order to ensure the health and safety of all children in the school, we would ask that 

you avoid including nuts in school lunches. This includes peanut butter. 

 Absences from school: If your child is absent from school for any reason, please ensure that 

when they return to school that you complete the absence reason via Aladdin Connect, stating 

the dates for which they were absent and the reason for the absence. All notes will be kept on 

file and may be required by the NEWB (National Education Welfare Board) in the event that 

your child is absent for more than 20 days of school in one school year.  

 Please ensure your child’s clothing – coat/hat/scarves/gloves/hoodies etc. are clearly named.  

 Healthy Eating/ Lunches: Thank you once again for all your help and support with our 

updated Healthy Eating Policy. Fridays will be kept as a ‘treat day’ with certain food items 

only allowed on those days. All classes will also be given time to eat their lunches inside 

before going out to the yard. Please see the full policy on our school website for detailed 

guidelines.  

 If you wish to speak to a teacher regarding your child, please contact the school office to 

make an appointment or send a message to the teacher directly via Seesaw. Teachers are only 

able to respond during working hours and when they are not teaching. Urgent messages 

should be sent to the school office or given with a phone call. 

 Garda Vetting: In order to help out in school e.g. provide lifts or supervise pupils on school 

outings, parents must be Garda Vetted. Obviously for the moment, those types of activities are 

on hold. We would still really appreciate if as many   parents as possible could fill out and 

return Garda vetting forms so that as soon as we can have you back at the school, you’ll be 

ready to come in! The details of the Garda vetting applications and results are kept strictly 

confidential. Please see our Garda vetting and Child Safeguarding policies on the schools 

website for more details. Garda Vetting forms are available from the school office by email.  
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Email to all parents re arrangements for starting back at school 

 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you all for your suggestions and questions that you passed on to the PTA via the Class Reps. It 

has been very useful in helping to shape our plans. Our full and final plans including a Covid 19 Risk 

Assessment, policy statement and detailed safety procedures will be available before school starts 

however, I wanted to give you a brief (and hopefully user friendly!) overview of the main points 

most relevant to you and based on the queries sent to us so far. As we have said all along, we will be 

reopening on schedule for all pupils on 27
th

 August.  

A lot of work has taken place over the summer- some of it based on guesswork before the end of July 

when the DES actually sent us their guidelines. Since we received the guidelines on reopening from 

the DES, we have been working flat out to get school ready for reopening. There are many changes 

to the layout of the school and classrooms, to school routines and activities as well as changes to 

teaching plans and the layout of classrooms. This work has all taken place against a backdrop of a 

drip feeding of information and resources from the DES. We are still waiting on many things from 

the DES including training videos for staff, parents and pupils. We were sent a circular last Friday 

night outlining leave for those staff members in extremely high risk categories. This has meant that 

we had to prioritise finding and employing substitutes to cover for a teacher and SNA with very short 

notice. I am relieved to say that we should have all of this finalised by the time school opens.  

So far, we have received circa €14,000 in grants to help with reopening and have to date spent circa 

€17,000 with a good bit more to go. We are confident that we will be ready to reopen on time and 

really look forward to welcoming back all of our pupils at the end of the month. We have been given 

funding for someone to help with building adaptations for 2 days. We have employed Laoighse de 

Búrca, our school secretary, to start back earlier than usual to help me get the school ready. Some 

teaching staff are away and not available but those who could come, have been into the school to help 

get their rooms ready.  

Some of the installations over the summer have included: 

 Hot water boilers in each classroom to provide new hot water taps for classroom and 

pupil bathroom sinks. 

 Hand sanitiser dispensers, paper towel dispensers, liquid soap dispensers, steam 

cleaners for each classroom, perspex screens for teacher and SNA desks etc.  

 Additional shelves and adaptations to furniture in classrooms to allow for keeping 

books and resources from different groups of pupils separate.  

 Signage for the building, markings for social distancing on the ground, additional bins 

and cones.  

Main points to note for reopening: 
Each class teacher will send a video guide to their class pupils before school starts to take them on a tour 
of their room and tell them about what to do when they come to school in the mornings. You will get to 
see how the classroom is set up and can use this video to help your child become familiar with their school 
routine.  
We are aware that some families might be concerned about the focus on Coronavirus and are concerned 
that their children might become anxious. Let me reassure you that while we will have lots of things in 
place to protect us all, many of these things will be discrete and our aim will be to create a welcoming, safe 
and comfortable environment for all of our pupils. Wellbeing is central to school- learning can only take 
place if a child is first well both physically and mentally. While we cannot guarantee that cases of 
Coronavirus will not present at the school, we hope that by following the Government’s procedures, that 
we will avoid large spread of the virus. Every decision we are making about procedures in our school this 
year are based on safety first, wellbeing and then the impact on teaching and learning. We are very much 
relying on your parental support to be able to reopen and stay open. More details will be included in our 
final plans- this is a summary of key points for parents.  
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First Day of Term- Thursday 27th August- same as originally planned for. All pupils will start back on this day 
from 8.10am. Home time is 1pm for Senior Infants and 1.45pm for 1st-6th Classes. 
Junior Infants- have a special starting arrangement which those parents have already been told about- 3 
small groups for the first 3 days coming in for short times during the day.  
 
Drop Off- (8.10-8.25am each morning) No parents will be allowed to come into the school grounds and must 
leave their children at the gates. Those using the Drop Off Zone can obviously drive into the grounds but not 
get out of the car. We would encourage as many families as possible to use the Drop Off Zone each morning. 
Cars should not block up the road and should move quickly through the Drop Off Zone eg. have pupils ready 
to get out independently- only use the Drop Off Zone if you have practised this at home and your child can 
manage. Cars are not to park in front of or close to house entrances along Whitechurch Road.  
Parents of infants may enter the school grounds to bring their child to their designated entrance if they have 
no older sibling to bring them to the door. Parents of new Junior Infant pupils may bring their child to their 
designated entrance door for the first few weeks of school until they are comfortable with their new routine.  
No pupils or parents are to congregate outside the school and cars should not arrive before 8.10am so as to 
avoid blocking the paths. If you need to wait, please stay in your car.  
 
Ensuring Pupils are well and Virus free coming to school 
The most up to date advice and information is found at the HSE website at this link: 
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html 
 
Pupils who have been instructed to isolate for medical reasons should not attend school including but not 
limited to: 

 Those who have returned from a country not on the Government’s green list within the last 14 days 
(this list may be subject to change at any time and the current rules from the Government must be 
followed at all times) 

 Where there is a suspected case of Coronavirus in the family or with a close contact. 

 Where the HSE have told a family to self isolate pending a result of a Coronavirus test or repeat test.  
Pupils who are displaying any symptoms of Coronavirus/ respiratory illness eg. cough, temperature, sore 
throat, unexplained rash, loss of taste/smell etc. should not attend school. Parents should check with their 
GP if in doubt. Schools will not take responsibility for diagnosing pupils displaying illness- they will be sent 
home. The school will require confirmation from a GP that the child is well enough to attend school following 
the onset of symptoms if a Coronavirus test is not advised by the GP.  
Parents are required by the school to check their child’s temperature before coming to school each morning. 
The DES has advised that schools do not check temperatures en masse. However if a child is displaying signs 
of illness, the school may check that child’s individual temperature as part of the process in deciding whether 
to send a pupil home early.  
We are really relying on parents not to send their child to school if unwell. While we are putting so many 
measures in place to protect pupils and staff, we know that Coronavirus can spread in places where large 
numbers gather even with the best of precautions. Trying our very best to keep Coronavirus out of the school 
is one of the most powerful things we can do as a first line of defence. We must all look after each other.  
 
Entering the Building and going to class- classes will all have designated entrances to come into the building 
in the mornings. A staff member will be at the entrance to monitor and supervise pupils coming in and to 
greet them. Pupils will sanitise their hands when they come into the building using sanitisers at each 
entrance. Social distancing will be observed in the school grounds and inside the building on the way to class. 
Pupils should go straight to their classroom and will not congregate in the hallways. Older siblings will not go 
to their younger sibling’s classroom with them. Staff will ensure that younger pupils go straight to their 
classroom.  
 
Late Arrivals and Early Collections (other than a case of illness) 
Any pupil arriving after 8.30am should only enter the school via the main office entrance door. A parent 
should walk their child to the main door and ensure that they are taken inside by a staff member. Do not 
assume your child has gone into the school building if you are not watching them enter- staff are not outside 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/if-your-child-has-symptoms.html
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supervising during class time. The school secretary will sign the pupil in the late book and note the reason for 
lateness.  
If you forget to give your child something, and it is vital that you bring it to them at school during the day, 
please wait outside the main door of the school for the school secretary to take the item from you.  
If you will need to collect your child early for an appointment, please let the school know in advance. You will 
need to wait outside the main entrance door where your child will be brought to you.  
 
Visitors 
Limited access to the school building by necessary visitors must be pre approved and by appointment only. A 
sign in and out book for contact tracing is in place.  
 
Cleaning 
There will be extra cleaning daily at the school. We will have 2 cleaners working together each day from a 
new cleaning company who are fully trained in Coronavirus cleaning measures.  
 
Classrooms 
All classrooms at Whitechurch NS are either 75 or 80 metres squared. We are very fortunate to have such 
large classrooms. All classes will be known as class ‘bubbles’. No bubbles will mix. Within each class, there 
will be ‘pods’ or groups of pupils who will sit near each other during the day. All pods are spaced at least 1 
metre or more from the nearest pod.  
Pupils from Junior Infants up to 2nd Class are not required to social distance however, we will do our best to 
keep a good distance between them and have organised for the junior classes to sit in pods also.  
Pupils from 3rd Class up to 6th Class are required to keep a distance of 1 metre from each other at all times in 
school. 
Staff members are required to keep a distance of 2 metres from each other and from the pupils.  
In each classroom, resources used by pod groups will be stored separately to other pod groups.  
 
Lunchboxes 
These will no longer be kept together on shelves or tables in each classroom. Lunches and drinks will remain 
in schoolbags. For this reason, it is more important than ever that your child’s lunchbox is easily managed 
independently, well sealed and leak proof. The same goes for drinks- well sealed and easy to open and close 
fully independently. Please practice the independent use of all new lunchboxes, containers and bottles 
before sending them into school with your child.  
Lunches should also be practical and easily and quickly eaten. Please do not send in messy hot soups or food 
items that take forever to open!  
All lunches will be eaten at the desks before going out to the yard. Extra time will be allocated for this.  
All lunchboxes and drink bottles should be washed thoroughly at home each day.  
 
PPE Use 
Where a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained, staff members will wear PPE such as a transparent 
visor. For intimate care needs such as toileting or first aid or for dealing with a suspected case of Coronavirus, 
a staff member will wear a mask, visor, gloves and a plastic apron.  
Some staff members who are in higher risk categories, may be wearing PPE more often.  
The Government does not currently advise that pupils in primary schools wear masks, however if you would 
like your child to wear a mask, that is your decision and your child may wear a mask brought from home as 
long as it is cleaned after a school day and that your child fully understands how to put on, wear and take off 
a mask safely.  
 
Handwashing and Hand Sanitiser Use 
There will be a steady supply of hand sanitiser, liquid soap, hot water and paper towels in each classroom. 
Pupils will wash their hands regularly throughout the day. Proper handwashing for 20 seconds or longer will 
be required. Please practice this with your child before school starts as it is impossible for teachers to 
monitor how hands are being washed in the bathroom while they are teaching.  
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Hand sanitiser will be used where there is no visible dirt on hands and where it would take too much time 
during lessons for the whole class to queue up to take turns using the sinks. Pupils should bring their own 
bottle of hand sanitiser with them to school each day to use in addition to the hand sanitiser in the 
classroom. There are hand sanitiser stations outside each classroom so that hands can be sanitised on the 
way into a classroom. There are also pumps of hand sanitiser available all around the classroom.  
As paper towels will be provided for drying hands, pupils will no longer be required to bring a small individual 
towel to school.  
 
Break times 
All class bubbles will have their own designated and marked out area in the playground so they do not mix 
with other class bubbles. We want to give our pupils as much time outside as possible and will endeavour to 
do as much extra PE and outdoor learning as we can.  
Pupils use their classroom toilets only so as to avoid different bubbles using the same toilets. All children will 
be asked to go to the toilet before each break time. However, if there is an emergency during break time, a 
pupil will be taken to their classroom bathroom by a staff member.  
The First Aid station that used to be in 6th Class during break times, will now be located outside. PPE will be 
used when providing First Aid.  
 
Clothing and Footwear 
All pupils should wear clean clothing to school each day. We strongly advise that on returning home, pupils 
change out of the clothes and footwear they wore to school that day. Clothing should then be washed or at 
least quarantined for at least 3 days before being worn to school again.  
No laced footwear for pupils who cannot manage to tie their own laces please.  
Pupils will be outside more than ever this year. We will also be keeping windows open as much as possible to 
allow for additional ventilation of classrooms. Children will need to be dressed warmly and will need proper 
coats. Coats will also need to be regularly washed although we know it is not practical to have a number of 
coats so we do not expect coats to be changed daily.  
 
Home time/ Collection 
This is a time where we will need your cooperation and patience the most. We hope that a small school like 
ours will not need a staggered pick up arrangement. We are going to start off by having all pupils go home at 
their normal times, with the following procedures in place. We will of course review this and all other new 
arrangements if they are not working as well as expected.  
Infant pupils go home at 1pm from their designated door. Parents queue outside the designated entrance 
door in the school grounds in a socially distanced manner. The teacher stands at the door and sends pupils 
out to parents. If the weather is dry, the infant teachers may bring the class outside in advance. There will be 
room for parents to park in designated spaces in the school grounds but there should be no congregation of 
parents. Please leave promptly.  
For 1st to 6th Classes, the home time will be as normal- either 2.00pm (or 1.45pm on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays). Parents will walk to the pedestrian gate nearest the basketball court and wait in a socially distant 
queue. Pupils will be in class bubbles with their teacher near to the gate. A parent will come in the pedestrian 
gate, take their children, cross over the zebra crossing and go out the other gate (one way system). Pupils will 
be ready to go and near the gate so that collection should be very quick.  
Aftercare buses will be allowed to park in the laneway on one side from 10 minutes before school ends. All 
other cars park along Whitechurch Road or the Parish carpark. There should be no hanging around or 
congregating. Things will need to move quickly to avoid traffic congestion and the taking up of car parking 
spaces for long times. Cars will not park inside the school grounds as the pupils will be near the gate so they 
can leave with their parent promptly and to avoid the congregation of parents.  
Cars can use the roundabouts at either end of Whitechurch Road to turn on the way home. There should be 
no u-turns made along Whitechurch Road.  
Pupils can be collected by the person who would normally collect them eg. parent/ minder/ grandparent.  
 
 
 



20 

 

Extra Curricular Activities 
We have been given no guidance on these from the DES yet. We are presuming that outdoor sporting 
activities may be easier to restart so these activities will be the first focus for the PTA. So some activites will 
probably start back before others most likely Hockey and Playball for all class levels (Infants-6th). There will 
be more information over the next few weeks on when these activities might start back. Other indoor 
activities may not be possible as we cannot mix different class bubbles together. Different activity providers 
may provide online alternatives. The usual extra curricular programme will certainly not be as normal.  
 
Special Education Teaching 
This will go ahead as normal. The Support Rooms will need to be cleaned in between groups. Pupils may 
attend from the same class but will be spaced out so as to avoid Pods being closer than 1 metre. Each child 
will have their own plastic zip folder of resources in the Support rooms.  
 
SNAs 
We’re trying to keep the same SNAs with pupils from the time of lockdown. Some changes will be needed 
due to new pupils and changes to staff. We will let parents of pupils with SNA access know about their SNAs 
in advance of the return to school.  
 
Staff Working from Home 
Like all workplaces, we must accommodate staff who cannot attend work in person due to being in a high 
risk medical category. The rules for school staff mean that only those in the extremely high risk categories 
must work from home remotely. Those staff members are still employed and will be completing work with 
pupils and colleagues online. We will have substitutes for those staff members in school though as well 
because pupils need to have their adults present in school. Unlike other workplaces, staff in the higher risk 
categories other than the extremely high risk categories will be attending their workplace so those staff 
members may need to wear PPE more often. Please be understanding of this and respectful of the medical 
privacy of staff.  
 
Pupils who present with symptoms in school 
An assessment will be made to decide whether a child needs to be sent home if we think they are displaying 
symptoms. We are not medical professionals so we will do our best with this but will of course need to err on 
the side of caution. We are hoping to get a bit more guidance on this aspect from the DES soon.  
A child who presents with symptoms will be taken to the Designated isolation area by a staff member. Our 
designated isolation area is our staffroom (we will not be using it this year as it is too small to comply with 
rules on distancing for school staff).  
We will contact parents who should arrange for their child to be taken home ASAP. Parents will collect their 
child from the outside door at the staffroom accessed in the infant yard. This ensures that parents do not 
have to walk through the school building. A pupil with suspected illness will be given a mask to wear. Parents 
should seek the advice of their GP and follow their instructions. If a GP says that a pupil is not ill and is safe to 
attend school, we will require a written note from the GP stating this (this can be emailed).  
We’ve been asked how we will tell the difference between a regular cold and Coronavirus- we won’t be able 
to. GPs will be the ones who will make that call for parents. We’ll follow their advice and so should you.  
Many children who have Coronavirus are Asymptomatic. It is for this reason that we must stick to social 
distancing and good hygiene practices all of the time.  
 
School Books 
These can be brought in over the 2 first days if bags are too heavy on the first day. 
 
Wellbeing and Emotional Support 
There will be a heavy emphasis on wellbeing over the year and particularly as we start back at school. Age 
appropriate discussions will take place around Coronavirus as well as the normal wellbeing topics such as 
friendships, bullying, social skills, emotional regulation strategies, personal safety etc. Class teachers will go 
into more detail with parents about this over the year.  
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Even though Coronavirus is on everyone’s minds at the moment, when we start back at school, our pupils 
will experience the same regular child level issues as usual- friendships, bullying, learning to manage 
emotions etc. Coronavirus talk will hopefully only need to form a relatively small part of their wellbeing work 
over the year. Of course, any child who is particularly anxious will be supported appropriately in partnership 
with their parents.  
 
Communication with Parents 
We’ll keep in touch with you via the usual means- phone, email, website, newsletter, meetings etc. We’ll try 
to keep face to face meetings limited but of course, we will arrange these at school in advance where 
necessary. The Class blogs/ Seesaw will be a resource for class teachers to post photos of work from the 
classrooms for you to see. We’ll also be asking you to fill out an information form on your child’s progress 
while at home which will also ask you if you have specific concerns or aims for your child this year. Class 
teachers will all make contact with their new set of class parents over the first few weeks back at school as 
well.  
 
Reading and Homework 
We won’t be able to have parents helping in the classrooms with this unfortunately. Children will all be set 
reading daily using a combination of real books and digital resources. We have been told by the DES to keep 
parents and pupils up to date and familiar with online learning tools in case of a sudden lockdown during the 
year. We’ll use Seesaw for some homework and parents can use it to keep in touch with teachers. Teachers 
will respond to messages during working hours when they are not supervising pupils.  
 
Corrections 
We can’t take whole class piles of books home with us to correct or even altogether in a pile on our desks in 
the classrooms. Pod resources must be kept separately. This means that we might have to do some 
correcting in different ways. Each class teacher will let you know their specific arrangements. We will be 
trying to avoid leaning over pupils to correct their work so may do this at a distance or may go through 
answers to short questions with a whole class.  
 
Sharing of Belongings/ Pencil Cases 
The sharing of belongings between pupils and indeed staff is not allowed. All pupils must have their own 
stationery equipment. Please check the pencil cases regularly for missing items to be replaced. Label 
everything! Keep the school pencil case in your child’s school bag. Some classes may even keep the pencil 
cases in school permanently. Buy a second supply of pencils and pens for homework to be kept specifically at 
home.  
In the classroom, we’ll keep resources for each Pod separate and we’ll be using our steam cleaners to clean 
and sanitise all necessary equipment eg. maths concrete materials. We won’t be sharing equipment between 
classrooms and will be buying more equipment just for one room to use. We’ve got extra shelves to store 
pod resources and textbooks separately.  
 
Walking Bus 
This may be restarted once we are back up and running. Right now, we are going to need to concentrate on 
all of the new arrangements. It will take a lot of staff to make all of these arrangements work at home time 
and drop off time. We’ll probably need parent volunteers for any walking bus. We’d need to make sure 
pupils social distanced and didn’t mix with other bubbles. We’d need to have a clear route for them to walk 
through. So you can see that it might not be that easy to get the Walking Bus going just yet. We’ll keep this 
under review and will update you if things change.  
 
Permissions 
We’ll need to have as little paper as possible this year going between home and school. Please make sure 
you sign your online permissions on the Aladdin Connect App. You can do this now. Ms. De Búrca would like 
me to thank those who have already done this and to remind those who haven’t to do it ASAP- it’s very quick 
and we need this completed before you send your child back to school.  
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The above are just some of the things we will have in place and there will be more information to follow. 
The school must put in place things prescribed by the DES and employment and Health and Safety 
legislation and regulations to provide a safe workplace and place of learning. I’m sure many of you will 
have further suggestions or questions- please let us know and we’ll do our best. This year will be the most 
difficult year of school in modern history. Some things will inconvenience us. Most things will become 
routine very quickly. We are determined to make it work for our pupils and our staff. Your parental 
support since the lockdown last March has meant so much to us and I would ask that you continue to give 
us your support and understanding as we head into the new school term. We are also determined that 
Coronavirus will not be the sole focus of this school year. We want pupils to enjoy our school and the 
experiences we have here.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
Sarah Richards 
Principal 

 


