
 

 

Whitechurch National School 

End of Year Newsletter 2022 
New Flagpoles! 

Thank you to Kaya Salman (4th Class) and his Dad, 

Ramazan, who installed two new flagpoles for the 

school recently. We now have 3 lovely flagpoles 

standing proudly with the Active School flag on 

one side and the Green School flag on the other, 

with the tallest one in the middle for our Irish flag. 

Ramazan, who installs flagpoles professionally, 

very kindly donated 2 of our flagpoles- one for 

Kaya and one for his older brother Enis. We are 

very grateful- thank you Ramazan! 

 

 
A job done well done! Ramazan and Kaya 

Salman installing the new flagpoles 

 

Green Schools Flag Raising  
This year we received our eighth Green 

School’s flag for Global Citizenship Marine 

Environment. We were able to achieve this by 

participating in No Waste Wednesday, by 

collecting for our lovely bottle-top mural and 

by inviting people to come to our school to 

teach us about Marine Environment, and of 

course, by all of you participating. 

Thank you to all the students who brought no 

plastic wrapping or tinfoil to school with their 

lunches and of course thank you to all the 

parents who could accommodate that! 

Thank you to all parents, students, teachers, 

friends and neighbours who collected bottle-

tops for our lovely mural! Believe us- we know 

how annoying it was to clean and dry bottle-

tops and ask around for them but it has all 

payed off! We also want to thank every student 

who participated in our Mural Drawing 

Competition. All of the entries were absolutely 

stunning and super creative, and we couldn’t 

choose just one! Our mural is a creative and 

unique mix of all. 

Our next Green Flag that we’ll be working 

towards is Global Citizenship Travel. This 

means, of course, a whole new topic for us to 

work towards to make our school greener, but 

to be a Green School doesn’t mean earning 

flag by flag and moving on, just to prove that 

we look after our Earth, it’s learning from 

each flag and keeping up all the amazing 

work, because it’s not the Green School 

Committee that makes the makes this school 

better- we just organise it- it’s you guys! 

Thank you all. 

Juliet Trenaman (6th Class) 

On behalf of the Green School Committee 

 

 
The Green School Committee members with all 8 

of our past Green School Flags following the 

raising of our newest one this month.  



 

6th Class Graduation 
We were delighted to be able to celebrate the 

graduation of our 6th Class pupils with a special 

ceremony Friday 17th in the school hall. It was 

lovely to be able to celebrate our special and 

unique pupils and to mark this special milestone 

for them. The pupils shared their special memories 

of their time at the school, sang their class song 

performed some individual pieces of music and 

showed their graduation interview video. Speeches 

were made by Ms. Richards and 6th Class Parent 

Rep, Nichola Kinch (on behalf of the parents). The 

ceremony ended with each pupil being presented 

with their graduation certificate and memory box 

and receiving a well-deserved round of applause 

from all of the proud staff, parents and family 

members in attendance.  

The Graduation BBQ for 6th Class pupils, parents 

and school staff was held later at the school and 

was a very enjoyable night. With thanks to the 

super organisation of Nichola and Rosemary 

Lyster with assistance from all 6th Class parents.  

Thank you to our 6th Class teacher, Ms. Masterson, 

who put in a phenomenal amount of time and 

effort, and all the staff who helped with the 

preparation and organisation of the graduation to 

make it such a special day for our pupils!  

 

 
 

Goodbye! 

We wish all the graduating 6th Class pupils every 

success as they move on to Post Primary School. 

They have contributed much to the life of this 

school and we will miss them next year. 

Congratulations and best wishes to: Erin Anthoni, 

Juno Bartrina-Milligan, Sophie Casey, David 

Crossan, Luke Gamble, Mark Garry, Noah 

Gibbons, Nia Jessup, Jude Kirwan, Lily-Rose 

Lalor, Alice Lyster, Martha Macken Hall, Tristan 

Magennis, Jack Nolan, Anna-May O’Toole, Percy 

Parkins, Séamus Pena, Matthew Ryan, Juliet 

Trenaman, Róisín Twomey, and Adam Younge.  

We look forward to hearing about all of the 

wonderful things that you will do over the next 

number of years. Please keep in touch and come 

back to visit us if you can! 

As our 6th Class pupils leave, it is not only the 

children that we will be sad to see go as some 

families will be leaving our school also this year as 

their last child will have finished primary school. 

We thank those families that are leaving us for 

their contribution to the school community while 

their children have attended Whitechurch N.S. We 

extend our very best wishes to the: 

Crossan Family, Kirwan Family, Lyster Family, 

Macken Hall Family, O’Toole Family, Trenaman 

Family, Twomey Family, and the  Younge Family.  

 

We also wish Robyn Trenaman and Casey 

McCormack well as they leave us to move to new 

schools next year. 

 

Gillian Butler Cup 

Congratulations to Mark Garry who was awarded 

the Gillian Butler Cup at the end of this term. This 

award is named in honour of Whitechurch NS’s 

founding Hockey Committee member and long 

time parent and coach, Gillian Butler. The cup is 

awarded to a 6th Class pupil who has consistently 

demonstrated good sportsmanship and dedication 

throughout their time at the school. Mark gave an 

excellent speech earlier this year when accepting 

the Leinster Schoolboy’s League winners prize on 

behalf of his team. He demonstrated superb 

sportsmanship over his 8 years of hockey at WNS.  

 

 
Mr. Megarity presenting Mark with the Gillian 

Butler Cup on behalf of the Hockey Committee. 

 



Past Pupils Talk for Current 6th Class 

It is a long standing tradition in our school for past 

pupils to return to give advice to the 6th Class 

pupils. Video calls have made it even easier to 

have more of our past pupils involved.  

On Monday 13th June, we had a video call with 

some past pupils from last year’s Sixth Class.  We 

spoke to Tyler who goes to Stepaside Educate 

Together, Jessica and Jennifer from Wesley, 

Roslyn from the High School, Lochlann who goes 

to St. Mary’s and Pia, Alice, Hannah Moffett, 

David, Cael and Ethan who go to St. Columba’s. 

On the call, they gave us advice on how to deal 

with the big move to secondary school. They told 

us what secondary school is like and how to deal 

with homework and studying. They also told us 

how to sign up for clubs and groups in secondary 

school. One of the main things that they said was 

lock your locker and keep it organised. We really 

enjoyed the call! 

Lily-Rose Lalor (6th Class) 

 
Our School Garden  

Thank you to Cherry Sleeman, who once again, 

came to school most Tuesdays to garden with the 

pupils. The beds were busy this year with lots of 

fruit and vegetable grown which you may have 

sampled at home over the year! We look forward 

to more harvesting next term when we will have 

our late raspberries, apples, cooking apples, 

rhubarb and potatoes. We may even have some 

pumpkins, all going well! 

 
Outdoor Classroom 

Thank you again to Cherry Sleeman and all of our 

parent volunteers who have helped in some way 

this year with the Outdoor Classroom! Work is 

almost complete. There is some painting of walls 

left to finish along with a tidy up of surrounds, 

some planting of border beds, sewing of grass and 

then the final levelling off of the middle section 

where there will be a circle of granite boulders 

surrounding a small pond with a safety grid. Work 

will take place on Friday and next Tuesday and if 

you would like to help out, please contact the 

school office and let us know your availability and 

we will put you in touch with Cherry. Our 

classroom furniture will arrive soon and will be 

assembled on site. The walls will be decorated 

with insect hotels, outdoor atrwork and a 

blackboard once the painting is all complete. We 

look forward to holding an official opening early in 

September! 

 

 
Absence reasons 

Parents, a reminder to please enter any outstanding 

reasons on the Aladdin Connect App or webpage 

login so that we can complete our attendance 

reports for the DES. 

 

New JI Induction Day 

We were delighted to welcome our new Junior 

Infants pupils to the school for ‘Moving Up Day’ 

today. They came into school in two small groups 

and had lots of fun doing art, PE and getting to 

know some of their new classmates and of course 

their new teacher, Ms. Deacon!  

A huge thank you to all of the parents in the group 

with siblings already in the school who have 

kindly agreed to act as 'Buddy Parents' to the new 

parents. This scheme, for which our PTA won an 

award from the National Parents Council, is very 

helpful for all new paretns in settling into our 

school.  

 

Active Fortnight 

Our special Activity Fortnight was held this month 

and all pupils had a great time with skipping 

challenges, Sports Day, trips, activity stations, 

Cricket, Teachers vs. Pupils day and lots more! 

Thank you to Mr. Megarity and Mr. McMahon for 

organising the special fortnight! 

 

Pupil Mini Fair  

Thank you to the volunteers who came in to help 

run games and cook the hotdogs for our recent 

Mini Fair: Rebecca Syme, Helen Kerrane, Chris 

Steele, Nichola Hosie, Rachel Cron, Summer 

Killingsworth, Heather Fenton, Eve Prendergast, 

Tracey Stewart, Katie Costello, Angela Keane, 

Elaine Murphy, Jenny Donnelly, Helen Kelly, 

Sarah Jenner, Sinéad McGoran, Louisa Lalor, BB 

Stewart Miller.  

 

Well done to all the children who competed in the 

Mini Fair games! The winners were: 

 
 

The Golden Homework passes can be kept for the 

next school year and used then!  

 



Student Council Random Act of Kindness Day   
Thank you to everyone who supported the recent 

Student Council fun day organised in memory of 

Jason Miller. It was so lovely to see all the pupils 

and staff dressed up cheerfully and being extra 

kind for the day! As their own special act of 

kindness, the Student Council gave all pupils an 

ice pop as a treat! We managed to raise a fantastic 

€756.80 for the charity, Purple House Cancer 

Support, along with having lots of fun. Well done 

to Tessa May Stewart Miller who gave a really 

lovely speech to the school on the day to thank 

everyone for their support. We were all very 

proud!  

 

 
Tug of War competition between pupils and 

teachers (part of Teachers vs. Pupils Day) 

 
Teachers Vs. Pupils 

As part of Active Fortnight, we once again held the 

popular and much requested challenge between the 

staff and the 6th Class pupils. All of the other 

classes got to watch and cheer on the competitors. 

The teachers won the tug of war challenge (just 

about!) but the pupils won the skipping challenge, 

basketball shoot out, and the sack race relay! 

Another roaring win for the pupils!! Well done 

everyone for taking part!  

 

Golf Competitions 

Congratulations to Alex O’Herlihy and Ollie Conn 

(4th Class) who competed in the Lionel Munn 

Competition for Primary Schools in St. Columba’s 

College on 2nd June. Alex and Ollie shot the equal 

best score in the competition, 3 over par. They just 

lost out on the Lionel Munn Trophy on countback 

to Our Lady's Grove NS. Alex came 2nd in the 

individual competition, again losing out on 

countback, having shot 3 over par. Countback is 

when two players have the same score so the last 

number of rounds are counted to see who scored 

higher in those to decide the winner. So, a very 

close result indeed! Well done Alex and Ollie! 

 
Alex and Ollie with their 2nd place prize at the end 

of the Lionel Munn Primary Schools Competition 

in St. Columba’s College. 

 

Congratulations also to Alex O’Herlihy and Tyler 

Neill O’Toole (4th Class) who won the Irish Junior 

Open Schools Competition held in Greystones on 

27th June. They both also competed individually 

with Alex coming 5th overall and Tyler placing 

12th. We look forward to the boy’s presenting their 

trophy at our next school assembly! An amazing 

achievement boys, well done!  

 

 
Tyler and Alex with their winner’s trophy at the 

Irish Junior Open Golf Competition.  



 
 

Sport’s Day 

We had lovely weather for Sport’s Day on Friday 

10th June in Marlay Park on the astro pitch. The 

venue served as a wonderful back up, having had 

to cancel our original date in St. Columba’s 

College due to heavy rain a week earlier. 

Unfortunately St. Columba’s College was not 

available any later due to the State exams taking 

place. The PTA very kindly set up shop and 

provided food and refreshments for the spectators. 

The event started with the opening parade and 

team chants. All the pupils took part in one of the 6 

colour teams and competed in a range of events 

from running to sack races, egg and spoon, javelin 

etc. Those who placed in the top 3 in their races 

scored points for their teams and then the final 

massive whole school relay ended the event with 

much excitement! While the scores for the teams 

were totted up, the pre schoolers and parents raced 

for fun. Medals and rosettes were given out to all 

pupils and Ms. Richards thanked the children for 

being such good sports- encouraging each other 

and trying their best always, the parents for helping 

and Mr. Megarity for doing such a fine job 

coordinating Sport’s Day along with the rest of the 

staff. 

 

 

Staff News 

We are sad to say farewell to both Mr. Kevin 

O’Leary and Mr. Tim Durosaiye at the end of 

term. Both staff members have been with us in a 

temporary capacity this year and both have been 

absolutely outstanding members of the Special 

Education Teaching Team.  

 

School Tours 

All of the classes enjoyed their summer term tours. 

Here are a selection of pictures… 

 

 
Junior and Senior Infants Tour to Glenroe Farm. 

 

 
1st and 2nd Class Tour to Pine Forrest Arts 

Centre. 

 

 
3rd, 4th and 5th Class Tour to Clara Lara. 



 

 
Teachers on Tour! Mr. McMahon, Mr. 

Megarity and Mr. Durosaiye at Clara Lara.  

 

 
 

 
6th Class Overnight Tour to Petersburg 

Adventure Centre Galway. 

 

Gaeilge Survey Findings 

As we finish up our current improvement plan for 

Gaeilge, we want to thank all of the parents who 

completed the recent survey. The findings show 

that since the last time we did the survey, the 

proportion of children who either enjoy or love 

Gaeilge in school has increased as has the 

perception of confidence in suing Irish. Some of 

the activities that proved to be most popular 

amongst pupils included Seachtain na Gaeilge, two 

classes working together, Irish picturebooks and 

fun books outside of textbooks, and Siopa Gaeilge. 

We will use the findings of our survey, suggestions 

from parents and our pupil focus groups and 

Student Council to continue to develop Gaeilge 

within the school.  

 

Thank you! 

We would not have enough room in this newsletter 

to thank everyone sufficiently for all of their help 

this year in so many ways. So please know that 

whatever role you played in helping out at our 

school this year, it was very much appreciated! 

Our school community is made all the stronger for 

the active role our parents play in the life of the 

school. Thank you for giving your time to help out 

at the school this year:  

PTA Hockey Committee: 

Neal Megarity, Rebekah Byrne, Gail Garry, Jill 

Moffett, Claire Barry and Janet Gamble. 

PTA Swimming Coordinator: Gail Garry.  

Board of Management: 
Canon Adrienne Galligan (for her time as Acting 

Chairperson this year), Rowan Hillis, Geoff 

Sparling, Hugh St. Leger, Pat Marchant, Gerry 

Pullman, Judy Brown, Sarah Richards.  

Traffic Action Group: 

Judy Brown, Keith Quinn, David Mc Guinness, 

Mel Steele, Alan Keegan, Gerry Pullman & Geoff 

Conn. 

PTA Class Parent Representatives 

Fiona Jessup (JI), Sarah Courtenay (SI), Ruth 

Kennedy (1st Class), Susan Keogh (2nd Class), 

Josie Moffett (3rd Class), Emma Richmond (4th 

Class), Summer Killingsworth (5th Class), Nichola 

Kinch (6th Class). 

School Garden: Cherry Sleeman. 

PTA Committee: Lindsay Delahunty, Zoe Phelan, 

Pamela Blackwell, Rowan Hillis, Etain Magennis, 

Rebekah Byrne, Fiona Masterson, Sarah 

Courtenay, Susan Keogh, Geoff Sparling, Máiréad 

Dorney-White, Sarah Richards, Sinéad McGoran 

and Rachel O’Donoghue. 

Lynda Bannister: for all of the subbing work she 

undertook for us again this year. Lynda did trojan 

work particularly in 4th and 1st Class for longer 

stints and helped to provide continuity for our 

pupils.  



 

Final Words…. 

As the school year draws to an end, I think we can 

all agree that we are glad to be looking forward to 

a more normal start to the next school year with 

less restrictions in place! Although we were all 

delighted that we didn’t have to go back to online 

distance learning, it was certainly the most 

challenging year I have ever known in my 10 years 

as principal with an unprecedented number of 

pupil and staff absences. I am very proud that we 

managed to navigate this year and come through it 

whilst also still being able to provide our pupils 

with the best experience possible. In our final 

assembly of the year, we reflected on the thorns 

and the roses of the year and we all agreed that 

there were far more roses than thorns! Using a rose 

for inspiration we talked about how the rose head 

or flower is the best and most exciting bit of the 

flower- these are the exciting and most fun parts of 

the year. The stem and leaves are neither exciting 

nor bad- the normal everyday things such as 

homework and normal lessons. They are still 

important though and just like the stem and leaves 

support and feed the rose, doing homework and 

working well in school, practising and learning 

help to support us and help us to grow. The thorns, 

although few, are the things we didn’t like so 

much- not everything can be nice all of the time 

and sometimes it is overcoming the harder things 

that might actually help us to become a bit wiser 

and a little more resilient. Some examples of 

thorns from the pupils were cut knees, fights with 

friends and of course Covid! The wonderful 

highlights of the year, or roses, were named by 

pupils as the Mini Fair, learning about new things 

such as insects, Sport’s Day, the Boy’s Team 

winning hockey final and all of the support on the 

sidelines, the panto, Active Week, Seachtain na 

Gaeilge and the siopa, being back together in the 

hall for assemblies, the Garda Band for Canon 

McKinley, learning Italian, school tours, getting 

Student of the Week or Class of the Month awards, 

making new friends. In fact, there were so many 

suggestions from everyone in the hall that we 

didn’t have time to hear them all! Now, I think that 

tells us just what a super year we had at WNS!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our staff were simply outstanding this year and I 

want to acknowledge and commend them for the 

huge extra workload they took on with all of the 

Covid restrictions, planning around these and also 

the extra workload taken on by many due to absent 

colleagues. They have my utmost admiration for 

their perseverance and positive ‘can do’ attitude 

that they displayed despite all of the challenges this 

year. They all went that ‘extra mile’ once again to 

make sure our pupils had the best possible school 

experience. I want to thank our Senior 

Management Team for their work in helping to 

manage the school and in particular Judy Brown 

for her steadfast support as Deputy Principal, 

Heather MacLachlan (Assistant Principal) for 

stepping into Ms. Lalor’s shoes so unexpectedly on 

the SET Team, and Neal Megarity for acting up as 

Assistant Principal in place of Mrs. Shirley. I wish 

all of our staff a wonderful and well deserved 

break this summer! 

Parental support with our Covid prevention 

measures was very much appreciated throughout 

the year- we know that all of the extra times pupils 

were at home would have caused some childcare 

issues especially. Your patience and understanding 

was very much appreciated. Our pupils too were 

just so fantastic again this year and got on with 

things in a cheerful and positive way- their 

resilience and adaptability to pods and bubbles and 

all of the postponed or changed events was 

amazing! It is a privilege to work with children 

who enjoy coming to school and learning, and are 

polite and kind. What a great bunch of kids we 

have here! 

I want to thank our fantastic PTA Committee who 

were back in action in a big way this year with all 

of the in person events such as the Sport’s Day and 

Mini Fair! Lindsay Delahunty and her team have 

been so supportive of the school and all have given 

a huge amount of time and dedication to the school 

over the year and what a lot they managed to do! 

Their help has been invaluable and is so very much 

appreciated by us all. Thank you to all of the 

parents who supported the work of the PTA and 

who volunteered over the year to help out with 

various activities, the outdoor classroom and with 

other things.  

Parents, pupils and staff are now all looking 

forward to a much needed summer break and I 

hope that everyone has the opportunity to relax and 

recharge before the next school year begins.  

 

Have a happy and restful summer break everyone! 

 

Sarah Richards  

Principal

 


